
Chesterfield County Public 
Schools recently redesigned its web 
site and established a presence on 
Facebook and on Twitter, making it 
easier than ever to get in touch with 
Chesterfield schools. 

Both social networking accounts as well as the redesigned web 
page were created in-house at no additional cost. The community 
has embraced these new avenues of information: Chesterfield has 
more fans on Facebook than any of the other 100 largest school 
systems in the United States.

On Twitter, follow Chesterfield County Public Schools at 
CCPSinfo and follow Superintendent Marcus Newsome, who has 
his own Twitter account, at CCPSsuper. On Facebook, become a fan 
of Chesterfield County Public Schools. To check out the redesigned 
web site, go to chesterfield.k12.va.us.

Of course, the school system continues to communicate in 
traditional ways via telephone, television and print.

Here are a few recent achievements:

The U.S. Department of Education named Grange 
Hall Elementary a 2009 National Blue Ribbon 
School. Just 314 schools were honored nationwide; 
Grange Hall was the only one in central Virginia. 

All Chesterfield schools are fully accredited for 2009-10, making 
Chesterfield the largest division in Virginia to have all schools fully 
accredited two years in a row. Chesterfield students made steady 
gains on SOL tests, outscoring state averages in every area.

Chesterfield County Teacher of the Year 
Carolyn Wilkerson was named the regional 
Teacher of the Year, making her one of 
eight regional winners in the running to 
become the Virginia Teacher of the Year. 
She teaches physical science and math at 
Tomahawk Creek Middle School. 

Art by Chesterfield students is on display 
through Nov. 6 at the U.S. Department of 
Education in D.C. Chesterfield is the first 
school division in the nation to exhibit there.

For the third straight year, Chesterfield 
County Public Schools made adequate yearly 
progress under federal No Child Left Behind 
requirements. At the school level, 49 of 63 
schools made adequate yearly progress.

Chesterfield County Public Schools has won 
the What Parents Want Award for 17 years.
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Did you know?

Student artwork

Carolyn Wilkerson



Apple Day featured hands-on learning for first-grade students in 
Leila Harris’ class at Ettrick Elementary. Using books about apples, 
students practiced reading strategies. During math, students sorted 
apples and created patterns. They learned to think like scientists by 
using the five senses to explore applesauce, muffins and juice.

Apple explorers

Oct. 20, 2009
inside page

As part of Cyber Safety Awareness Month, a community forum 
and a college and job fair are scheduled 6-9 p.m. Oct. 28 at the 
Chesterfield Technical Center, 10101 Courthouse Road. 

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Lynda Gillespie, director of 
Technology for Chesterfield County Public Schools. She will speak 
about “The Dangers of the Internet — How to safely explore the 
wired world.” After her presentation, a panel of cyber-safety experts 
will discuss ways to avoid becoming a victim of phishing, identity 
theft and Internet predators. 

The college and job fair will focus on fields of study and job 
opportunities in cyber security, criminal justice, homeland security 
and public safety. Participants include VCU, Old Dominion Uni-
versity, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department of Homeland 
Security and Chesterfield County Police Department.

Cyber safety 6 p.m. Oct. 28

In partnership with Virginia 
State University, Chesterfield 
County Public Schools is host-
ing a visiting science author. 
Engineer and historian John H. 
Lienhard will lead an Oct. 20 dis-
cussion that is open to the public. 
Dr. Lienhard writes and hosts a 
National Public Radio program 
called “The Engines of Our Inge-
nuity.” Professor emeritus at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Lien-
hard has written several books, 
most recently “How Invention 
Begins: Echoes of Old Voices in 
the Rise of New Machines.”

His visit to Chesterfield 
County will conclude with a 
panel discussion 7-8:30 p.m. Oct. 20 in the auditorium of Lloyd C. 
Bird High School, 10301 Courthouse Road. The entire community is 
invited to attend. Admission is free, and registration is not required. 
The event will end with refreshments and a book signing.

Inventions 7 p.m. Oct. 20

Dr. John H. Lienhard
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